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Please join us for a program on  
a hot topic facing education today 

 

CCoorree  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  
  

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 
7:30 PM 

Lower Macungie Township Community Center 
3450 Brookside Road 
Macungie, PA 18062 

 
Our speaker will be  
Dr. Kathleen E. Ott 

Director of Data, Grants, & Special Programs 
Northampton Area School District 

 

Help us Shape the Future 
Join AAUW at this meeting for ½ price - $37 

 
Be a part of a national organization who works 
toward breaking barriers for women and girls 

 
Contact Virginia Delph, AAUW Allentown Membership Vice-President 

vdd284@lehigh.edu 
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President’s Message 
 
 

  

Women’s History Month was busy and exciting for AAUW members in Allentown and in the Lehigh 

Valley. On March 2, Co-President Susan Nenstiel and I attended a $tart$smart workshop led by Linda Friscia-

Oppe at Kutztown University. It was gratifying as well as fun to observe Linda’s effective leadership of the 

AAUW-sponsored Wage Project event. The questions, discussion, and interactions showed clearly that the 

student participants were enjoying and benefitting from the training.  

 

The Allentown, Bethlehem, and Easton Interbranch Diversity meeting on March 14 was another 

overwhelmingly positive meeting, despite the serious subject. The articulate, engaging moderator and panelists 

shared wisdom drawn from their own experiences with differences, each emphasizing that respect is a key 

component of all successful interactions among people, no matter what their differences or disabilities. Rev. Joy 

Wyler’s observation that the cultural context for disability can be much more difficult to deal with than the 

disability itself was one of the most powerful messages that I took away from the program.  

 

On Saturday March 28, the three Lehigh Valley branches plan to meet again to consider the topic of 

economic sufficiency. A showing of the documentary, “A Place at the Table”, provides the centerpiece for a 

panel discussion and group activities focusing on problems including and associated with hunger and poverty. 

 

I enjoy attending these joint meetings for many reasons. It is pleasant to meet and spend time with 

interesting people who share interests and concerns. In addition, there is always something to learn from new 

acquaintances, and I find considerable satisfaction in working with these people toward common goals. Finally, 

I believe strongly that the future success and even the continued existence of AAUW depends very significantly 

on this kind of group activity. As individuals and as branches that are part of a national organization, we have 

ambitious goals and a wide-ranging mission. It appears to me that we are going to have to engage in increasing 

cooperation in order to approach our objectives.  

 

On a less serious note, if we are all going to work and learn together, we have the opportunity to relax 

together too. Last year I attended the first Annual Authors’ Luncheon held by the Easton branch. It was a lovely 

afternoon, and I hope to attend their second Annual Authors’ Lunch on April 25 this year. There is more 

information about this event elsewhere in this newsletter, and I hope some of you will join me. 

 

Our branch has two more meetings this spring. Please try to attend our annual meeting on Tuesday 

April 14 at the Lower Macungie Township Community Center. We need a quorum for the election of officers, 

and we will all learn from our speaker Dr. Kathleen Ott, who will present “Common Core Curriculum”. More 

details will follow about our luncheon in May, when we will have an exciting visit from an old friend. Who 

could resist the chance for lunch with Julia Childs! 

 

Enjoy Spring, everyone. We have all earned it! 

 

Karen Peiffer 
Co-President 

  

Board Meeting: Wednesday, April 1 at 2PM at Susan Nenstiel’s  house, 2889 Aronimink Place, Macungie. 
 

 



 

Program News 
Susan Nenstiel, Co-President 

 

Happy Spring!  Let’s hope!!!! 

Our April program is on the Core Curriculum.  Dr. Kathy Ott will be our speaker.  Thanks to Corinne 

Emmett for recruiting her sister to talk to us about this important issue facing education today.  It is a 

public policy priority for AAUW PA.  Please invite your friends to join us at 7:30 at the Lower 

Macungie Township Community Center, 3450 Brookside Road, Macungie.  The date is easy to 

remember APRIL 14, the day before tax day. 
 

April is our annual meeting too.  So members only will convene at 7 to elect officers.  We are holding 

the meeting prior to the public program. If you are bringing a guest, we have something planned for 

them while we conduct our business. 
 

In addition to hearing about Core Curriculum, we will recognize Equal Pay Day.  The last day that 

women’s pay will equal men’s in 2015. Mark your calendars for Tuesday, April 14
th

!  See you then. 
 

Election of Officers 

Virginia (Ginny) Delph – Membership Vice-President 

Diana Valois – Recording Secretary 

Nominations will be accepted on the floor for the finance officer position. 
 

Check your mail boxes! 

Within the next few weeks you will be receiving your dues notices.  Dues are $74 of which $45 is 

considered tax deductible.  The dues notices will be sent via USPS in a separate mailing. 

Dues are payable by June 30, 2015. 
 

Pack your Bags! 

Please join Karen and Susan at the AAUW-PA State Meeting in State College, April 10 -11.  

Registration closes April 3
rd

.  If you can’t attend and wish to cast your vote for state officers please 

visit the AAUW-PA website and let your voice be heard.  http://aauw-

pa.aauw.net/meetings/conventions/election/ 

 

AAUW National Convention is in San Diego from June 18-21.  It sounds like a great convention.  

Check all the details at www.aauw.org and click on convention.  Karen and Susan are going and would 

love to have you join them.   

 

 

 

 

May Luncheon 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 

 

The Masters at Shepherd Hills 

Krocks Road, Wescosville 

 

Join Julia Child and AAUW for an entertaining 

afternoon of great food, entertainment and sisterhood. 

 

Reservations close May 9, 2015 

 

http://aauw-pa.aauw.net/meetings/conventions/election/
http://aauw-pa.aauw.net/meetings/conventions/election/
http://www.aauw.org/


 

Public Policy 
Lesley Lojko, Public Policy Chair 

 

Another reminder that April 14, 2015 is Equal Pay Day for women.  The day women’s pay 

catches up to men’s pay from the previous year. 

We are reminded by our national organization and the state Public Policy chairs that writing 

letters to our representatives asking them to pass legislation for equal pay for women.  Our daughters, 

ourselves, our granddaughters will benefit. 

Our national AAUW helped to lobby to keep vouchers out of the renewal of Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (formerly known as No Child Left Behind.   

 

Legal Advocacy Fund Update 
Nancy Moffett (484-221-9181), Chair moffett161@verizon.net 

 

Congratulations to Case Support Travel Grantees! 

Each year, the LAF Case Support Travel Grant provides funding to bring LAF plaintiffs, 

advocates, and experts to speak at AAUW state conventions across the country. This spring, six states 

will welcome LAF speakers at their conventions or annual meetings: AAUW of Florida, AAUW of 

Illinois, AAUW of Minnesota, AAUW of New Jersey, AAUW of New York, and AAUW of Oregon. 

Interested in bringing an LAF speaker to your state convention in 2016? Case Support Travel Grant 

applications are due by October 15 each fall. Congratulations again to this year's awardees! 

 

Affirmative Action May Be Headed Back to the Supreme Court  

After two years, the affirmative action case Fisher v. University of Texas may be back before 

the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2008, Abigail Fisher applied for admission to the University of Texas, 

Austin. After she was denied admission, she filed suit against the university, claiming that the 

university’s race-conscious admissions policy was unconstitutional. The Court of Appeals for the 5th 

Circuit upheld the policy, and Fisher appealed to the Supreme Court. AAUW signed an amicus brief in 

support of the university’s policy. In 2013, the Supreme Court sent the case back to the 5th Circuit, 

holding that the appeals court had not used the proper analysis in examining the case. In summer 2014, 

the 5th Circuit issued a new opinion upholding the university’s policy, and Fisher again petitioned the 

Supreme Court to hear the case. The Supreme Court is likely to decide later this year whether the case 

will go forward or whether the 5th Circuit’s ruling will stand.  

 

Lets Read Math 
Jan Seaman jrouxseaman@gmail.com 

 

No school visits currently on the agenda. Contact Jan Seaman if you want to hear of plans that 

get scheduled for April. 

 
 

 

Second  Annual Authors’ Luncheon 
April 25, 2015 
Hampton Inn, Rt. 248, Easton, PA 

A Conversation with Three Authors on their Works and their Lives 

AAUW Easton Branch Scholarship Fundraiser 

mailto:moffett161@verizon.net


 

 

On April 25th, the AAUW Easton branch will have its second Annual Authors' Luncheon at the 

Hampton Inn, Route 248, Easton, PA 18045.  Three authors will share their latest books.  They are: 

  

Kathryn Craft, author of "The Far End of Happy", which is the novelization of her first husband's 

suicide standoff seventeen years ago.  Kathryn's book is slated for release on May 5th, but she will 

have advance copies at the luncheon to sell. 

  

Barbara Taylor, author of "Sing in the Morning, Cry at Night."  Barbara, a Scranton native and 

English teacher in the Pocono Mountain School District, tells the story of a Scranton working class 

family tragedy, set in the 1900's. 

  

Lee Upton, author of "The Tao of Humiliation", a collection of 17 short stories that explore personal 

and familial relationships.  Lee Upton is a Professor of English and Writer in Residence at Lafayette 

College.   

  

All three authors will have copies of their books to sign and sell. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased 

in advance.  Send a check made out to AAUW-Easton Branch to: 

Toni Hoffman, 1254 Pine Grove Drive, Easton, PA 18045. (see attachment in newsletter for brochure) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Branch Notes 
 

Thank You 

Thank you to Cathy Kane for communicating with Barnes & Noble and Turning Point.  Cathy was able 

to deliver unsold 2015 date books from Barnes and Noble to Turning Point.  The date books will be 

used by residents at Turning Point for scheduling appointments and job interviews. 

 

Donations for Central Elementary School, Allentown 

The wish list for Central School includes the following: 

March: sneakers- only black, white or brown 

April: hygiene products -shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, chapstick, 

and tissues 

May: school uniforms 

 

Past months have listed underwear and socks which I’m sure are always welcome. Call Lesley Lojko if 

you have questions. 
 
 

 

Study/Interest Groups 
 

Career Women’s Study Group Barbara Ashley (610-391-1217)  

Thursday, April 9, Time: 7:00 PM 

Location: Valley Family Therapeutics, 551 E. Station Avenue, Coopersburg, PA  18036 

Program:  Sonja Burmeister, owner of Valley Family Therapeutics, will discuss her experiences as a 

business woman owning two businesses providing services to special needs children.  RSVP if NOT 

attending to Betsy Walton-Phillips 610-434-5599. 

 



 

Literature of the Past and Present Leader: Annette Bonstedt (610-395-5974) 

Thursday, April 16, 12:30 PM 

Muhlenberg College Trexler Library Rare Books Room (lower level) 

Hostess: Lois Nowack, ph. 610-799-4640 

Reviewer: Lois Nowack 

Book: “The Cuckoo’s Calling” by Robert Gailbraith (J.K. Rowling) 

New members are welcome. Please call the hostess if attending. 

 

 Recent Literature      Leader: Karen Kneifel (610-433-7288) 

April 9, 2015 

Book: Under the Wide and Starry Night:A Novel-By Nancy Horan 

Reviewer and Hostess: Sandy Lovett  2830 Liberty Street-Allentown PA 18104, 610-432-6135 

New members welcome-Please call if not attending. 
 

Women’s Lit                 Leader: Peggy Tyson (610-797-4199) 

Monday, April 20, 7 pm 

Hostess: Linda Cassaday, 610-967-1325 

Book: “The Storyteller” by Jodi Picoult 

New members are welcome. Please call hostess if attending. 
 

Diversity, Deeds, and Dialogue Study Group   Chair Ruth Skoglund (610-509-9263) 

4th Wednesday in members’ homes, 7 pm  

Please call chair for more information and if interested in attending. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Allentonian            Please submit news and announcements to the Editor, Bonnie Keller at the.baron@rcn.com 

Deadline April 15th for May issue                   Allentown Branch Website: http://allentown-pa.aauw.net 

 Check the website for updated information and to read The Allentonian online.  

 

Allentown Branch email address is: aauwallentown@yahoo.com 

National Website: AAUW.org       State Website: AAUWPA.org      AAUW Member helpline: 800-326-AAUW 

 

AAUW MISSION STATEMENT 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT 

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this 

organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 

AAUW LAF/EF 

AAUW LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sexual discrimination. 

AAUW EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION provides funds to advance education, research, and self-development for women and to foster 

equity and positive societal change. 
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Bonnie Keller 

AAUW – Allentown Branch      

2413 Kris Drive 

Allentown PA 18104-1209 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


